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Abstract:
Contemporary societies have experienced profound social and cultural transformations in
recent decades, which have clearly reflected on the value systems, especially among youth
who represent the primary drivers of social change. This study aims to analyze the
phenomenon of value change among youth within the context of global and local
transformations, focusing on the Algerian case as a model, relying on a sociological approach
combining theoretical analysis and field study.

The descriptive-analytical method was employed, supported by field data collected through
surveys and in-depth interviews with youth aged between 18 and 30 years. The results
indicate a decline in some traditional values related to family solidarity and collective
belonging, alongside a rise in values of individualism, material ambition, and digital cultural
openness. The study also reveals a clear influence of social media, cultural globalization, and
economic transformations on patterns of thinking and value-related behavior.
The paper concludes that value change among youth represents both a challenge and an
opportunity, requiring the formulation of renewed educational and cultural policies that
balance authentic values with contemporary demands.
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Introduction:
In recent decades, the world has witnessed an unprecedented wave of social and cultural
transformations driven by technological revolutions, economic globalization, and media
openness. These factors have contributed to reshaping societal value systems, where
traditional values no longer hold their previous rigidity but rather exist in a continuous
dynamic of fluctuation between stability and change. At the heart of these transformations
stands the youth segment, regarded as the most sensitive and responsive group to structural
changes in society.

The importance of studying value change among youth stems from its role as a strategic
indicator of societal trends and futures; values determine individuals’ behaviors, shape their
attitudes, and frame their social interactions. In the Algerian context, this phenomenon has
clearly emerged due to the interplay between deep-rooted local cultural heritage and global
influences channeled through modern media and social networking platforms.
Accordingly, this study seeks to answer the following questions:
1. What are the characteristics of the value changes experienced by Algerian youth?
2. What factors influence these changes?
3. What are the implications of these transformations on cultural and societal identity?
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Value Change Among Youth: An In-Depth Review
Value change refers to the modifications occurring in the system of values that govern
individual and group behavior, constituting one of the most important manifestations of social
transformation. These values encompass multiple domains including religious, ethical, social,
cultural, and economic aspects. Youth are characterized by greater flexibility in adopting or
rejecting values due to the nature of this life stage marked by identity search and renewal.

Manifestations of Value Change:
1. Decline of Traditional Values:
In Algerian societies, where family and local values form the foundation of social relations,
there has been a noticeable decline in adherence to many of these values such as strict family
solidarity, hierarchical respect, and fixed gender roles. This phenomenon reflects a profound
reassessment rather than a complete rejection of values, as youth begin to reformulate
traditional values to align with contemporary standards.
2. Rise of Individualism and Subjectivity:
Recent years have seen the emergence of values such as autonomy, freedom of expression,
and personal achievement as central among youth. Many believe that success is linked to the
ability to achieve individual goals and tend to measure self-worth through material and
professional accomplishments more than collective commitments.
3. Impact of Digital and Cultural Globalization:
The widespread use of the internet and social media has enabled youth to interact directly
with diverse cultures and ideas worldwide. This openness has allowed them to encounter new
lifestyles and values that sometimes conflict with local values, creating a state of plurality and
value overlap.
4. Value Pluralism and Identity Conflicts:
This value overlap leads to a dual identity experience between the indigenous values youth
embrace and the global values they adopt. This may cause internal and external conflicts but
simultaneously offers an opportunity to reconstruct identity more flexibly.

Examples from the Algerian Reality:
- An increasing proportion of youth in major cities tend to reduce reliance on traditional
family decisions, especially regarding education, career choice, and marriage, reflecting a
shift in traditional family values.
- Through social media usage, youth adopt new concepts of freedom and privacy,
believing individuals should freely express their opinions without stringent social restrictions.
- Some youth engage in consumerist and material success values, with the rise of
"celebrity culture" fueled by digital media, while others maintain values of solidarity and
generosity in rural areas.

The Role of Social and Educational Institutions in Addressing Youth Value Change
Challenges
Social and educational institutions are fundamental pillars in the socialization process and
identity formation of individuals, especially youth who are at a critical stage in shaping their
personalities and value orientations. These institutions face significant challenges amid rapid
societal changes, requiring reconsideration of their strategies and methodologies to effectively
guide youth towards adopting positive and balanced values.
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1. Educational Institutions: Schools and Universities
Schools and universities constitute central environments for socialization, playing an active
role in consolidating cultural and social values. In the context of contemporary value change,
several key functions emerge for educational institutions:
- Curriculum modernization and inclusion of values education:
Multiple studies highlight the importance of systematically and continuously integrating
values education into curricula (Narvaez & Lapsley, 2014). This includes teaching values
such as tolerance, respect, social responsibility, and adaptability to change. Modern curricula
provide spaces for open discussions on evolving values and the impact of technology and
globalization on youth lives (Banks, 2017).
- Development of critical thinking and self-awareness:
Empowering students to critically reflect on values helps them consciously comprehend
changes and avoid blind adoption of negative or conflicting values (Paul & Elder, 2008).
- Promotion of extracurricular activities:
Cultural, sports, and artistic activities play a significant role in reinforcing social values such
as cooperation, belonging, and respect (Eccles & Barber, 1999).

2. The Family
The family remains the primary environment where values are received and identity formed,
playing an indispensable role in confronting value change challenges:
- Open family dialogue:
Intergenerational dialogue helps understand and adapt to changes, reducing value conflicts
(Smetana, 2006).
- Providing emotional support and proper guidance:
Family stability and affection enable youth to face social challenges with confidence and
resilience (Hetherington & Kelly, 2002).
3. Civil Society Organizations and Youth Groups
These organizations offer vital opportunities for youth social participation and skill
development:
- Awareness and values education programs:
Workshops and seminars contribute to enhancing awareness of social values and provide tools
for understanding changes (Checkoway, 2011).
- Creating dialogic and interactive spaces:
These facilitate exchange of experiences and ideas, promoting social cohesion and reducing
cultural isolation (Putnam, 2000).
4. Media and New Media
Modern media plays a central role in shaping cultural and social values:
Producing positive and responsible media content:
Content that promotes humanistic and social values contributes to building balanced youth
awareness (Potter, 2012).
Utilizing digital platforms as educational tools:
Social media can become effective tools to promote positive values through digital campaigns
and interactive initiatives (Jenkins et al., 2016).
5. Government Policies and Community Partnerships
The role of public policies in providing regulatory frameworks and financial support for
active institutions cannot be overlooked:
- Formulating integrated educational and cultural policies:
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Encouraging education on values and innovation while considering youth specificities and
social realities (UNESCO, 2015).
- Strengthening public-private partnerships:
Leveraging resources and expertise to support youth and educational programs (Ansell, 2011).

Detailed Conclusion
Value change among Algerian youth reflects a complex social reality emerging from an
intertwined interaction between local cultural heritage and pressures and influences stemming
from globalization and modern technology. The study clarifies that this change is not merely a
superficial shift in values but a profound and renewing process reflecting internal identity
struggles and multiple experiences seeking to reshape the self within a changing reality.

Findings demonstrate that youth live in a state of value overlap, combining partial adherence
to traditional values that provide a sense of belonging and security, with the adoption of new
values that promote autonomy and subjectivity. This dynamic generates new opportunities for
growth and innovation but also raises challenges represented by conflicts among different
values and the potential emergence of gaps between generations and communities.

Hence, the role of social and educational institutions and the family becomes crucial in
guiding youth through promoting open dialogue and consolidating positive values aligned
with contemporary requirements without losing authentic cultural identity. These institutions
represent platforms for building critical awareness capable of flexibly dealing with social and
value changes.

Interaction with media and social networking sites must also be deliberate and directed,
investing in educational media content that enhances human values and stimulates active
youth participation in society.

In conclusion, value change should not be seen as a threat to social fabric but rather as an
opportunity to stimulate cultural and social renewal in Algerian society, provided that
conscious and comprehensive policies are adopted that integrate authenticity and modernity
and support youth in positively and stably constructing their value identity, contributing to
moving society toward a more balanced and progressive future.
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