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ABSTRACT 

 

Poetry refers to literary works written in verse. It can be of high quality if it is written with emotional intensity or 

sincerity and with profound insight. They can also be mysterious and may have different shades of meaning depending 

on the readers’ understanding. Poetry can be works of great beauty because of its meter and rhyme. Teaching poetry in 

class can be made effective and appealing by creating a conducive atmosphere and also by relating to the contemporary 

period. There are different types of poetry. Ballad, lyrical, sonnet, narrative, ode, etc. that are most frequently taught in 

class. Teaching poetry envisages students’ involvement in understanding and identifying the figurative language found in 

the poem (simile, metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia, etc.) An epic poem can be turned into a drama. This will help 

students understand the poem. A poem also tells stories. Hence students can be asked to write a short story based on the 

understanding of a poem. Moreover, students can be taught different approaches of literary criticism to understand a 

poem like historical criticism, biographical criticism, psychological criticism, sociological criticism and mythological 

criticism. Follow up questions must be asked regarding their understanding of a poem. The present paper explores 

effective methods of teaching poetry to foster students’ appreciation of its aesthetic appeal, with a focus on the poems of 

John Keats and William Wordsworth. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Poetry is generally considered as the highest form of writing. It is sometimes argued that all poetic language is figurative 

language, and it is this which distinguishes poetry from prose. Poetry is primarily a medium for the exploration of 

personal and emotional issues and feelings.A poem with rhymes sounds like a music when read orally. While teaching 

poetry students must be taught rhymes used in a poem just like in Shakespeare’s sonnet. Students must be provided a 

basic knowledge of metrical forms-the iamb, dactyl or spondee and are required to recognise the basic specific forms of 

poetry- a sonnet, blank verse, an ode, free verse-nevertheless, the meaning of poetic form, why a poem looks the way it 

does, and what significance this might have for the poem, may not be subjects frequently addressed in the classroom. The 

content of the poetry is often thought of as easy to understand, and therefore sufficient in itself, all we need to know 

about poem; Poetry is its content. To make the students understand not only beauty of the poetic quality but also appeal 

to their imagination -is the absolute purpose of teaching poetry.  John Keats, William Wordsworth and many other 

romantic poets have these elements their poems. The study explores the effective methods of teaching poetry to foster 

students’ appreciation of its aesthetic appeal, with special reference to the poems of the Romantics- Keats and 

Wordsworth. 

 

Different methods of teaching Poetry to students 

John Keats:  

Ode on a Grecian Urn transports the reader back in time as the narrator observes the decorations of an ancient urn. The 

poem uses vivid language to sketch the life in Ancient Greece, including music, landscape and romance. This 

construction will helpstudents focus on the literary elements in Keats’ poem and to pinpoint important lines and ideas. To 

make the students understand art of Keats’ writings they should be given ample information about Keats as a Poet, life 

and his critics. This method would enable the students to understand the context of his poems and his choice of poetic 

diction. With Keats, his poems themselves afford much discussion of sensation and feeling, since that’s more or less what 

they always deal with. While teaching Keats’ Ode to a Nightingale, other Nightingale poems can be compared. 
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When teaching his poetry, students must be made aware of the social dimensions of his poetic practice and that he was on 

the verge of a transformative moment in the history of poetry. 

As far as teaching Shelley is concerned, especially “Ode to the West Wind”, the focus is here on the figuration of 

inspiration and the creative process. Shelley’s “Ode” can be set in dialogue with Keats’” Ode on the Grecian Urn”. The 

concern of both the poets with art and nature can be discussed and the status of poetic image and metaphor. These are the 

impressive array of approaches to teaching Keats’ poetry. Each method succeeds in introducing students to the full 

variety of Keats’ poetry: the odes, ballads, sonnets, narrative poems, and the like. They also encourage the students to 

place Keats’ work alongside that of other British writers. 

William Wordsworth 

While teaching Wordsworth students are made to focus on the general subjects of loss, endurance, abandonment, 

separation, guilt, death and grieving which are the central to most of the poems. The singular importance of Coleridge in 

the development of Wordsworth’s poetry and poetics is emphasized: students seem to enjoy the idea of influence, 

collaboration and Coleridge/ Wordsworth’s sometimes puzzling friendship, as well as the stark differences between the 

two poets. Significant time need to be spent discussing Wordsworth’s language and style, and his”use “of subjects from 

the lower classes. Weaning students from the idea that nature poetry merely celebrates lively flowers and lovely 

rainbows. Wordsworth can be used to set the discussion of Romanticism. When teaching Daffodils, “I Wandered Lonely 

as a Cloud” (four-stanza version) as an absolutely prototypical example of one kind of Romantic poem. The teacher 

usually goes line by line, a metacommentary on how and why the poem exemplifies attitudes, themes and devices that are 

especially characteristic of that variety of Romantic poetry we associate with ‘Nature” and Wordsworthian 

strain.“Lonely” sets up the idea of word-play, pointing on one hand to the denotation of solitary movement:” lone”; and 

on the other to the connection of the mood or emotions typically associated with “loneliness”. This helps the teacher 

establish the need to examine multiple denotations and connotations in Romantic poetry, and to put various alternative 

combinations into conversation with one another.” As a cloud”: What sort of cloud? Students need to be asked 

to visualize the kind of cloud that fits with the poem’s opening cues. A cloud 

 that “floats”, students need to be asked to rationalize and justify that particular verb and it enters the visual and 

emotional constellation of suggestion that is already emerging in the opening words, “On high” directs their gaze upward, 

 where the ‘host” of daffodils would suggest to some where the “heavenly host” which in itself the purposeful shift from” 

crowd” to” host”. This takes the 

 teacher to throw light on the stanzas 1 and 2 that end with images of dancing, as does stanza 4. Why does stanza 3 begin 

with dancing rather than reversing it for the end? Here the teacher can talk about artistry and poetic technique, and the 

“surprise” that comes with varying the patternthat has been established in stanza 1 and 2. 

Finally, the teacher gets to the matter of primary stimulus ( the sight of the daffodils in the field) and the secondary 

stimulus ( the deliberately recalled- and imaginatively refashioned- experience that combines memory (past) with 

creative thought (present) in a poem that is, after all, expressed in the present tense and that in fact traces an imaginative 

and intellectual- and emotional- progression across time from initial experience to imaginative re-creations, and arriving 

finally at a reflective “conclusion” about them all. And then the issue of “outdoors” (Nature, the natural world and God’s 

creation) and “indoors” (built world- mankind’s creation). Students get to understand the literary trends and start asking 

questions and it results in discussion with regard to the purpose and intention of the poet in context.  

 

CONCLUSION 

Teachers and students are often intimidated by poetry. It is commonly perceived as being academic and complicated. On 

the other hand, it can be fun and engaging as well as serious. Teaching poetry must be basically to cultivate a love for 

poetry by enabling the students to appreciate the great work of poets  

like John Keats, William Wordsworth, Shelley, William Shakespeare and others. Teaching resources must focus upon 

poetic devices, types of poem and tips for analysing poetry. Developing interest in verse vests in the hands of the 

teachers. The syllabus must focus on poems that enkindle the minds of the young learners and also inspire them to write 

poems. Poetry is a way to understand how language and symbol systems work. It is worthy expression of emotion, or 

deep feelings, and aesthetics, or a sense of what is beautiful about the world. 
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